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Mid-Sixties Culture
Average Income - $6,000
Average Cost of:    House       Auto       Gas/gal.      Bread/loaf

$13,000    $3,300         $.29                $.22

Common Things We Didn’t Have

Computers     Internet     Cell Phones     Video Games
Cable TV     CDs     Digital Cameras     Airbags     Metal Bats

HDTV     Remote Controls     Microwave Ovens
Touch Tone Phones     Zip Codes     Pop Tab Cans     Seat Belts 



















So where did it all go wrong?

• First person in my entire family to go to college
• Physics major taking 21 credits for 1st semester
• Only talked to Advisor 1 time for 5 minutes

• Started UofD football practice before classes

• Living in dorm, but going home almost every weekend

• COMPLETE LACK OF DISCIPLINE CONCERNING STUDIES
• NO STUDY HABITS TO FALL BACK ON
• Let love of sports run rampant

Flunked out after 3 semesters



What do I do now?

• Luckily, I get a job as a lab tech with DuPont Co.

• Luckily, I enlist in the Nat’l Guard for 6 years (avoiding Vietnam)

• Smartly, I get a $1,000 loan from my parents and buy a house

• I get married at age 21 (common for the 60s)

• Dumbly, I quit DuPont and go back to UofD commuting full time

• Still no study skills and a child on the way, I flunk out again

• Luckily, call my old boss and get my job back at DuPont Co.

• 5 years at DuPont and something very cool appears: a computer!
• I learn programming because I like it
• My work ethic really kicks in because of that



Memory – 12K
(today has 1,000,000 times more)

Disk Storage – 1MB
(today has 1,000,000 times more)

My First Computer



A New Doorway Opens!

• Lucky again, I’m put on the DuPont Excess List

• Get a job as an exempt (salaried) programmer at a new site
• However, disgruntled over not getting much of a raise

• Key boss has major career talk with me
• Play the game just enough, and he’ll make sure I’m rewarded

• I’m asked to lead the project I’m programming for
• Whole new skill set needed – tell boss I can’t do both

• Read books to learn all I can about project management
• Really love the learning, experimenting, and enhancing

• People love the team dynamics I create – friendship is powerful

• All projects are “leading edge” technology, on time, and on budget



Can I Really Retire?
• Moving up the housing chain accumulates wealth

• Wife and myself have been putting 16% into 401K for years

• DuPont Co. is offering great retirement deal – full pension

• Develop a detailed budget of costs, revenues, and projections
• Get financial advisor to review it for feasibility

• Youngest son has only 1 more year of college

Yes – At Age 46!
• Focused on how to make money in the stock market

• Learned & created: computers, websites & digital photography

• Became focal point for family, friends, & classmates

• Played lots of sports; did volunteer work



Tips for success
➢ Appreciate & enhance your family and friends

> Talk, help, lead, get involved, ask for help

➢ Develop good habits for health, learning, & work
> Diet, studying, read non-fiction, schedule your effort

➢ Find ways to enhance your luck

➢ Learn about finances and the stock market

➢ Buy a house as soon as you can

➢ Be part of some kind of team with a goal
> Sports, acting, yearbook, Junior Achievement

➢ Establish some regular exercise that you enjoy

➢ Find / Create a job doing something you enjoy

(www.sunvalley1963reunion.com – click on Mentoring Day slides)

http://www.sunvalley1963reunion.com/



